SUPREME AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS
The Government of India retain in their own hands the administration of certain " Imperial" departments^ the Army, the Political Service, the Post Office, Telegraphs, and Railways, and all questions connected with general taxation, customs, tariff, currency, and State borrowings. With these matters provincial governments have no concern, Over other branches of administration provincial governments exercise full authority, subject to the general control of the Government of India, who, as a rule, content themselves with laying down from time to time general principles and watching the effect that is given to them, but keep a very strict hand upon the creation of new appointments or the augmentation of salaries, To meet their responsibilities, provincial governments retain a definite share of the revenue they collect, and accordingly benefit directly from all increases in income or economies in expenditure which careful administration may bring about.
THE EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS
During the past twenty years an entirely new force has come into the Indian political system, which is gaining increasingly upon the initiating and controlling authority of the official executive. We refer to the Legislative Councils, upon which non-official educated Indian opinion is effectively represented. In a succeeding chapter the history and constitution of these councils will be sketched, and an account will be given of their legislative functions, They must be sharply distinguished from the Executive Councils of the Governor-General and of Governors and Lieutenant-Governors, with which they have now only this much in common that they include the members of these Executive Councils on their benches, in right of office. They are much larger bodies, consisting of from 30 to 70 persons : their constitution is in great measure
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